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PRESENTATION 

 

The National Administrative Department of Statistics (DANE for its acronym in Spanish), in 

its role as coordinating entity of the National Statistical System (SEN for its acronym in 

Spanish), and within the framework of the “Statistical Planning and Harmonization” project, 

works towards the strengthening and consolidation of the SEN through several processes, 

such as: The production of strategic statistics; the generation, adaptation, adoption and 

dissemination of standards, the consolidation and harmonization of statistical information 

and the connection of instruments, stakeholders, initiatives and products. These actions 

are intended to improve the quality of the strategic statistical information, its availability, 

timeliness and accessibility to respond to the high demand for statistical information. 

In this context and being aware of the need and obligation to provide better products for its 

users, DANE developed standard guidelines for the presentation of methodologies that 

contribute to the visualization and understanding of the statistical process. By means of 

this instrument, the institution prepared methodological documents on its operations and 

statistical research, which are made available to specialized users and the general public. 

These documents present the main technical characteristics involved in the processes and 

sub-processes of each research in a standard, easy-to-read and comprehensive manner, 

thus enabling further analysis, control, replication and assessment. 

These series of documents promote transparency, trust and credibility in the institution’s 

technical expertise, for a better understanding, comprehension and use of the statistical 

information that is produced in accordance with the principles of consistency, 

comparability, completeness and quality of statistics. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
Statistics on imports of merchandise keep record of the legal entry of products from 
another country, or from a Colombian free trade zone, into the rest of the national Customs 
territory. These figures are prepared based on the declarations of imports submitted to the 
different Customs administrations throughout the country and are statistically recorded 
according to the date of their submission to  the financial entities that are authorized to 
collect customs duties. 
 
Figures for Colombian imports’ statistics are produced by the National Directorate of Taxes 
and Customs (DIAN for its acronym in Spanish) and published based on the 
recommendations provided by competent international organizations. However, the 
implementation of such recommendations is reviewed periodically in an inter-agency 
process with the participation of entities like DANE, Banco de la República (Colombian 
Central Bank), DIAN and the Colombian Ministry of Commerce, Industry and Tourism. 
 
DANE is required to ensure the veracity and impartiality of the country’s basic and 
strategic information, and is responsible for the quality of basic statistics, in order to meet 
the needs and demands of individuals, institutions and national and international 
organizations dedicated to research related to the purchase of merchandise abroad. 
 

This methodology document is structured as follows: In the first part the design of the 
research is established, considering the objectives and the conceptual basis of the 
research, among other issues. The second part sets out the elements of statistical 
production and describes relevant aspects, such as the reception, processing and 
consolidation of data, framed within the Import Statistics. The third part focuses on 
activities relating to the dissemination of the information obtained in the development of 
the research. 
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1. BACKGROUND 

 
The production and regular publication of information on foreign trade began in 
Colombia in 1916. The General of Statistics (attached to the “Contraloría General de la 
República” – Office of the Comptroller General of the Republic) prepared these 
statistics from 1916 to 1951 and the National Directorate of Statistics (entity attached 
to the Presidency of the Republic) from 1951 to August 1953. From this year onwards 
and until 1993 DANE assumed the production and dissemination of these statistics. 
DIAN is responsible for the production of these statistics since 1993, while DANE is in 
charge of carrying on the validation and dissemination processes thereof. 
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2. DESIGN 

 

2.1 CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 

2.1.1 Objectives 

 

General Objective  

To obtain regular information on purchases that legally enter the country from abroad. 

 

Specific Objectives 

 Validate the monthly statistical information on imports, produced by the National 

Directorate of Taxes and Customs (DIAN)1. 

 Calculate the balance of trade. 

 To periodically disseminate the provisional and final statistics corresponding to 

imports. 

 

2.1.2 Reference Framework 

 

Conceptual Basis 

The validation of statistics on imports requires the formulation of important criteria for the 
effective development of such validation. For this reason, it is pertinent to clarify the 
fundamental concepts used in the investigation and that are related to imports, understood 
as the legal introduction of goods from other countries, or from a Colombian industrial free 
zone to the rest of the national Customs territory. These figures are produced from the 
date of presentation of the import declarations before the financial institutions that are 
authorized to collect the respective customs duties. 
 
Accordingly, for the validation and dissemination of statistics on imports, DANE follows 
international recommendations, mainly those issued by the Secretary General of the 
Andean Community of Nations (CAN). Among these recommendations the need for a 
separate registration of certain goods is established, whose information enables the 
adjustment of international trade of goods’ totals, for the national accounts and balance of 
payments calculation purposes. Likewise, it is noted that in order to prepare detailed 
foreign trade statistics it is necessary to use the Customs territory as statistical territory. 
 
Consequently, DANE has prepared a methodology within the framework of the Inter-
institutional Committee on Foreign Trade of Goods, in adoption of the mentioned 
recommendations and in order to identify those goods that are included or excluded from 
the statistics on imports. This methodology is applied to databases, with the publication of 
data according to some international classifications, such as: 

                                                           
1
 Entity attached to the Colombian Ministry of Finance and Public Credit, responsible for collecting the National 

Government’s taxes, including those that by nature are of customs 
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 Classification by Use or Economic Destination (CUODE), whose application 
enables the coding of goods according to their economic usage, i.e., capital, 
intermediate and consumption goods. 

 

 The International Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities (ISIC). 
 

 The Standard International Trade Classification (SITC) 

 

 The tariff item number, which is a unique code of the Harmonized Commodity 
Description and Coding System – better known as Harmonized System (HS) – that 
enables the classification of all commodities and is used to quantify international 
trade transactions and assign import taxes to a country for each product. This is a 
10-digit classification code. The Harmonized System provides that the coding of 
goods shall be uniform for the first 6 digits for all countries. Countries may use from 
the seventh to the tenth digits to break down, separate and sort the goods and 
assign, amongst others, import taxes, quotas, and specific taxes, in accordance 
with the interests of their trade policies. 
 

In Colombia the tariff classification is ruled by Decision 381 of the CAN Commission of the 
Cartagena Agreement, which states that member countries are required to observe the 
NANDINA Common Customs Classification (Tariff Classification of the Andean 
Community, based on the Harmonized System) up to the eighth digit; the remaining two 
digits are assigned by each country to complete the 10-digit tariff code. In this vein, DANE 
performs a series of analyses that include variables, such as: 
 

- Country of origin: Established according to the territory where agricultural products 
are grown, minerals extracted or articles manufactured, either wholly or in part.; 
although in the latter case, the country of origin is where the last stage of the 
manufacturing process was completed for the product to adopt its final shape. 
 

- CIF value (Cost, Insurance & Freight), which corresponds to the total price of the 
goods, including costs for insurance and freight. 

 
- FOB value (Free on Board), which corresponds to the selling price of the goods 

shipped to other countries placed on board the carrier used for transportation, 
excluding costs for insurance and freight. 

 
 
An important concept for the research is the balance of trade, which keeps record of those 
transactions of goods from one country with the rest of the world over a certain period. 
When the value of imports exceeds the value of exports this is referred to as a trade 
deficit. When the opposite occurs, there is a positive balance known as trade surplus. 
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Thematic Content 
 
This methodology includes several types of variables, namely: 
 
Classification variables: Country of origin; country of shipment; country of purchase; import 
customs; department of destination of the goods, mode of transport, flag; imported tariff 
subheading, and class of importer (mixed, private or public). 
 
Analysis variables, including: Import regime code; gross weight in kilograms of the goods; 
net weight in kilograms of the goods; quantity of units; imported tariff subheading; FOB 
value of merchandise in US dollars, freight costs, insurance, CIF value of merchandise in 
US dollars, and CIF value in Colombian pesos. 
 
 
International Benchmarks  
 
Import statistics are produced based on international recommendations, mainly those 
issued by the United Nations Organization (UN)2 and the Secretary General of the CAN3, 
among which the following premises are established:  
 

 It is necessary to register separately certain goods, whose information enables the 
adjustment of the totals of international trade of goods, for National Accounts and 
balance of payments purposes. 
 

 In order to prepare detailed foreign trade statistics the Customs territory should be 
initially used as the statistical territory. 
 
In line with international recommendations, the long-term goal is that the statistical 
territory corresponds to the economic territory. Currently the Customs territory is the 
statistical territory for the country, since the information from free trade zones has not 
been included yet. 

 

 International recommendations establish that statistics on foreign trade of products 
should keep record of all the goods that are either added to, or subtracted from the 
stock of the country’s material resources, due to the entrance or exit movements 
(imports or exports) in its economic territory. Goods that are simply transported 
across the country are only temporarily admitted or removed from this stock; they are 
not permanently added or subtracted from the country’s stock of material resources 
and therefore, are not to be included in the statistics on international trade of goods. 

 
 
 

 

 

                                                           
2 Statistics on Foreign Trade of Goods: Concepts and Definitions (ECIM, Rev. 3).  2010. 
3
 Decision 511 of the CAN Commission:  Preparation of statistics on foreign trade of goods of the CAN and its 

Member Countries. 
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2.2. Statistical Design 
 

2.2.1. Basic Components 

 

Type of Statistical operation  
 
The statistical operation used by DANE for the process of design, validation, and 
dissemination of this research is the administrative register4 
 
 
Universe and target population  
 
The universe of import statistics is made up of the importers of goods in the country. 
 
 
Coverage and geographical disaggregation  
 
Import statistics cover all the legal movement of merchandises purchased from other 
countries and the free trade zones of the national territory that enter through the different 
customs of the country. 
 
 
Statistical Units 
 
The information on imports is recorded by the Customs and Taxation IT System (SIAT for 
its acronym in Spanish) and some financial entities that are authorized to collect taxes 
(commercial banks); this information is supplied via the DIAN server, on a monthly basis5 
 
 
Nomenclatures and classifications 
 
These correspond to the denominations granted to the different classifications of goods 
according to disaggregation levels; characteristics of use or economic purpose; and 
geographical areas or economic groups to which such goods are associated with.  DANE 
currently uses the following classifications in the production of import statistics: 
 
Customs Tariff (10 digits): The Customs Tariff currently valid in Colombia is based on the 
Harmonized System (HS) of description and coding of goods, as internationally agreed 
and adopted with the name of NANDINA Nomenclature. The customs tariff presents the 
classification of goods according to the nature of their components, in three levels of 
disaggregation, as follows: 

                                                           
4
 An administrative register is a series of data on an action subject to regulation or control that an office of the 

public sector receives as part of its function and that results from fiscal, tax or other needs, created in order to 
make viable the administration of government programs, or to monitor compliance with the society’s legal 
obligations. 
5
 The description of the exchange of information on foreign trade between the Colombian Tax and Customs 

Authority (DIAN) and the National Administrative Department of Statistics can be found in the "instructions to 
share information between DIAN - DANE on Imports - Exports" that is located in DANE’s document system 
(Systema 20). 
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 Article: Consists of ten digits and is the highest level of disaggregation of the 
nomenclature. 
 

 Section: This is formed by the first four digits and corresponds to the set of chapters 
consisting of goods, whose nature or their physical or chemical compositions have 
similar characteristics. 

 

 Chapter: Consists of the first two digits and corresponds to the goods whose related 
specifications enable them to perform duties or meet similar needs 

 
 
Classification by Use or Economic Destination (CUODE): This is a broad economic 
category classification, whose structure facilitates the analysis of international trade flows. 
It corresponds to a 10-group classification, mainly based on the use or economic 
destination of the goods. The CUODE structure is coded based on three digits: the first 
one corresponding to the classification group by use or economic destination, the second 
one to subgroups, and the third one, to the level of processing. 
 
International Standard Industrial Classification Third Revision Adapted for Colombia (ISIC 
Rev. 3 AC): The ISIC establishes a uniform classification of productive economic activities. 
Its main objective is to provide a group of categories for activities that can be used when 
statistics differ according to these activities; the main criterion for classification is the 
industrial origin. Therefore, for categories at the level of groups and divisions, features, 
technology, etc. are taken into account. They have been established at the most detailed 
level (classes), taking into account what in most countries, is the most common 
combination of activities in these units.  
 
The Classification by Broad Economic Categories (BEC Rev. 3.): BEC was conceived in 
order to summarize data on international trade by major economic categories of products 
that are similar to the three basic kinds of goods in the National Accounts System, namely: 
Capital, intermediate and consumption goods. This classification has 19 basic categories 
that can be aggregated in order to approach these three basic classes of goods, thus 
enabling that trade statistics are considered jointly with other groups of general economic 
statistics, such as National Accounts and industrial statistics, for economic analysis at the 
national, regional or world levels. 
 
Standard International Trade Classification Revision 3 (SITC Rev. 3.): The SITC is 
designed to collect statistics on international trade for all goods subject to foreign 
exchange, and to promote international comparability of external trade statistics. The 
different SITC groups reflect materials used in production, the processing status, market 
practices and uses of products, the importance of commodities in terms of world trade and 
technological changes. SITC Rev. 3 has 3.118 basic headings and subheadings, gathered 
in 261 groups, 67 divisions and 10 sections. 
 
Central Product Classification Adapted for Colombia (CPC Rev. 1.0., A.C): The central 
product classification (CPC) Rev. 1.0 adapted for Colombia is drawn up by the United 
Nations and has been adopted by DANE since the year 2000. This is a complete 
classification of products covering goods and services. Its main purpose is to provide a 
general framework for international comparison of the data from the different types of 
statistics that present the data by types of products. Thus, one of the main characteristics 
of the CPC, as a general-purpose classification, is to provide more detailed information 
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than the other specific classification systems by sectors. The aim of the CPC is to serve as 
a framework for international comparison of statistics relating to goods and services, and 
was prepared to increase harmonization among various sectors of economic statistics and 
to strengthen the role of National Accounts as an instrument for the coordination of these 
statistics. 
 
SITC Revision 2, Adapted According to Embodied Technology Intensity: was adopted for 
the grouping of commodities according to their Built-in Technology Intensity. It contains 
primary goods and industrialized goods, among others. 
 
 
Reference period 
 
The reference period of the production of import statistics is monthly. 
 
 
Collecting period 
 
The collection period for the validation of import statistics is carried out on a monthly basis. 
 
 

2.2.2 Design of Indicators 

 
In order to perform a comprehensive analysis, to assess the absolute values of import 
variables is not sufficient: It is essential to use tools that show their evolution and 
proportions, given that as is the case with any analysis, the variations, participations and 
percentage contributions should be taken into account.   
 
The variation or growth rate shows the change of the variable between two periods, whose 
mathematical formula is expressed as follows: 
 

VarX = (Xt – Xt-1) / Xt-1 

 
Where: 
 
VarX  = is the growth rate or variation of the variable X between the period t and t -1. 
 
Xt =    is the value of the variable X at the t moment  
 
Xt-1 =    is the value of the variable X at the t-1 moment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The participation or percentage is understood as the ratio of a variable with respect to 
another. Its mathematical formula is: 
 
 

(Xi / X)*100 
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Where the subscript i refers to the belonging of the variable to one that includes it. 
 
The participation can also be expressed as (Xi / Y)* 100, when compared to a different 
variable, as is the case with the rate of coverage (X/M) *100, where X corresponds to 
exports and M to imports. 
 
The usefulness of the participation is given by the role that it plays in the determination of 
the importance of a datum with respect to the total that comprises it. For example, total 
imports to Colombia from the United States are 42%. The importance of this business 
partner for the country can be inferred from this information. 
 
The percentage contribution is another useful tool for the analysis, given that it shows the 
importance of a variation in the total variation, that is, the contribution of such variation to 
the total variation. The mathematical formula of the percentage contribution is: 
 

ContrXi = (Xi t-1/ X t-1)* VarXi 

 
Where 
 
ContrXi is the percentage contribution of variable X  to the growth of variable X in the 
period between Xt and Xt-1.  
 
 

2.2.3 Design of instruments 

 
The information on imports is stored by the SIAT and a number of financial entities that are 
authorized to collect taxes (commercial banks), and is supplied through the server of the 
Colombian tax and customs authority DIAN (DIAN) on a monthly basis. 
 
Once downloaded, the information is confirmed based on the control totals sent via e-mail 
by the Office of Economic Studies of DIAN’s Statistics Division. 
 
Every month, the main variables of the file are validated to send the report to DIAN, 
certifying the information produced by DIAN in writing and, finally, the monthly databases 
and output tables and files are prepared for the advance statistics on imports and balance 
of trade. 
 
The complete information processing is carried out in the statistical software application  
SAS. 
 
In the case of imports, only the month of reference should be processed and figures are 
corrected only when DIAN so notifies, or sends the final figures corresponding to a year.  
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3. STATISTICAL PRODUCTION 

 

3.1 DATA COLLECTION 

 
3.1.1 Operative flow chart 

 
The operating scheme for the statistical production of imports that DANE prepares is the 
one that is presented below in graph 1. 
 
Graph 1. General process for the statistical operation 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: DANE. 

 

3.1.2 Operative Scheme, method and collecting procedure  

 

Since this is an administrative record, no type of collection is performed. Data on imports 
are supplied on magnetic media by the DIAN on a monthly basis, within a maximum period 
of forty-five (45) days after the reference month and which contain import records 
corresponding to the variables that are normally used for statistical purposes. These 
statistics are submitted to a validation and revision process to ensure their consistency. 

The team of thematic experts analyzes the reliability and consistency of the information 
reported by DIAN by means of the statistical software SAS, which is set up as from error 
indicators and inconsistencies in the records. The result of this exercise is summarized in 
the Table of Frequencies of Error (see annex A), basis of certification on the quality of the 
figures at the level of progress, issued by DANE’s Direction of Methodology and Statistical 
Production (DIMPE for its acronym in Spanish). 
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3.2 PROCEDURE FOR DECODING AND CRITIQUE ANALYSIS 

 

DANE combines two types of criteria: for the validation of import statistics that are sent by 
the DIAN on a monthly basis: The first is a list of the 17 “indicators of errors and 

inconsistencies”; the second, an acceptable margin of error of 3%. The two elements are 

shown in the Table of Frequencies by Error Type. These aspects are explained briefly as 
follows: 
In terms of errors and inconsistencies there are two types of indicators: 

 Those that directly detect errors in "strategic" variables: There are ten (10) indicators, 
namely: "Tariff" (product); FOB value (imported value); "Department of Destination" 
(geographic destination); "Country of Origin"; "Country of Purchase" and "Country of 
shipment" (origin or geographical origin), "Customs", "Mode of Transportation", "Track 
Pipe" and "Flag" (international freight). 

 Those indicators that identify inconsistencies that are basically affecting variables 
considered as the heart of the statistical processing i.e. value and weight. These are 
seven (7) indicators. The symbols used and the description of each one of them are:  

KN = 0:          Net weight of product (without packaging) is 0 

KB = 0:          Gross weight of product (with packaging) is 0 

KN = 0: and FOB value > US$200: Net weight of product is 0 and import value exceeds 
US$200  
 

KN > KB:        Net weight of product is greater than its gross weight. 

B / KN > 7:    Gross weight of product exceeds 7 times its net weight, or the weight of the  
packaging is 7 fold the net weight of the goods. 

 
CIF Value / FOB Value < 1:   The CIF value of the import is less than the respective  

FOB value. 
 

Country Ship = Colombia:                The country of shipment of the import is Colombia. 
 
Taking into account the pre-established indicators, the detected errors and inconsistencies 
are quantified considering two variables: FOB value and register numbers. 
 
Furthermore, the Table of Frequencies also establishes the weight of each absolute value 
by indicator, versus the total imported value and the total of registers. The resulting 
percentage is the "margin of error" that DANE marks to validate or reject the 
corresponding information. Based on the recommendations of the Inter-Institutional 
Committee on Foreign Trade Statistics, DANE considers that the information is valid if the 
margin of error is less than, or equal to, 3%. 
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3.3 DATA TRANSMISSION AND PROCESSING  

 

3.3.1 Data transmission to DANE 

 
The Statistics Division of DIAN supplies the imports’ database to the Logistics 
Coordination of Administrative Records and/or to DANE’s Economic Thematic Team of 
Experts. Such information can be downloaded from DIAN’s Website at: 
http://www.dian.gov.co/Dian/ImpoExpo.nsf, where a table showing the control totals is 
provided in order to verify the file can be read correctly. 
 
The Thematic Team of Experts analyzes the reliability and consistency of the information 
reported by DIAN; by means of an information technology system used as a development 
tool called statistical software application program SAS. 
 
 
File consolidation 
 
The following are the key steps to download imports information from the DIAN’s server. 
 
Step 1: The user opens any Internet browser (preferably Internet Explorer) and enters the 
following address: 
 
http://www.dian.gov.co/Dian/ImpoExpo.nsf/Login?OpenForm 
 
Step 2:  The user is asked to key in the username and password. These should be entered 
as indicated in the graph 2 below: 
 

Graph 2. Entrance to the Imports’ Application 

 
 
Source:  DIAN 

 

Step 3: Subsequently, a window appears confirming that the username and password are 

correct, and indicating a successful attempt. Click on the following graph to continue with 

the application. 

 

 

http://www.dian.gov.co/Dian/ImpoExpo.nsf


 

 
 

18 

 

Graph 3. Confirmation by the application    

 
 

Source:    DIAN 

 

Step 4: Selection of the relevant icon to download the file that the user needs, according to 

the period shown in the .zip file description, as indicated in Graph 4 below. 

 

Graph 4. Selection of the relevant file  
 

 
Source:   DIAN 
 
 
Step 5: Once the compressed file is stored on the computer the user proceeds to unzip it. 
The user is required to enter the security password assigned by the DIAN. 
 
The file with information obtained from DIAN’s server may contain invalid characters that 

do not permit a complete reading of the information for the corresponding month of 

reference. To carry out this process, the file is cleaned to delete the invalid character from 

such entries. This information processing is carried out in the statistical software 

application program SAS, that validates it according to the master files that manage 

DANE’s application. 
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4. ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION OF RESULTS 

 
 
4.1 STATISTICAL ANALYSIS 

 
In the case of imports it is common to present charts that show imports by groups of 
products as listed by the World Trade Organization (WTO), or by countries of origin; 
departments of destination; Customs posts of entry, products and tariff chapters that are 
imported; or by sectors to which imported goods belong, based on the ISIC classification, 
among others. 
 
The analysis of the statistical information on imports effected focuses on their general 
behavior. This could lead to a disaggregated analysis, as the one presented below: 
 

 Imports by groups of products of the WTO 

 Imports by Use or Economic Destination (CUODE) 

 Imports by ISIC Rev. 3 A.C 

 Imports by SITC Rev. 3, A.C. 

 Imports by BEC Rev.3 

 Imports by CPC Rev. 1.0., A.C. 

 SITC Rev.2, Adapted by Embodied Technology Intensity 

 Imports by tariff chapters or codes 

 Main imported products by country of origin 

 Imports by country of origin 

 Imports by departments of destination  

 Imports by Customs 

 Likewise the percentage variations, participations and contributions are analyzed. Thus 
it is stated that the variation or growth rate shows the change in the variable between 
two periods. 

 
In addition, an analysis of the total trade balance behavior by main countries, according to 
the ISIC Rev. 3. A.C. classification, and by groups of products of the WTO, is performed. It 
is worth recalling that the trade balance is part of the balance of payments and that it 
registers only the commercial transactions of merchandise of a country with the rest of the 
world, during a certain period. 
 
The reliability indicator is considered taking into account that the purpose of this research 
is to validate the monthly statistical information provided by DIAN on the goods that enter 
the country, or products from other countries, or from a Colombian industrial free zone for 
distribution in the rest of the national territory, and to be submitted to a particular customs 
regime. As explained below, this indicator serves as a tool to make decisions on the 
elimination of failures and the design of strategies for the achievement of a sustained and 
continuous improvement, through its constant evaluation and follow-up. 
 
 
Calculation of the Indicator 
 
The reliability indicator is calculated using a simple average of all indicators involved in the 
processes that are required for the investigation, including both the ones calculated locally 
and at central level. 
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Response Rate and Non-imputation Index indicators are not applicable to this investigation 
given that they are administrative records. 
 
 
Table 1. Quality and reliability indicators for import statistics, IMPO 
 

Quality Index (CQI) 
 
Definition 

 
The result of this indicator enables 
DANE to accept or reject the 
information provided by DIAN 
measuring the quality of statistics, 
for its consolidation and official 
publication. 

 
This is the simple average of all 
the quality indicators of the 
processes, which are required to 
produce the research. 

      

Form of 
calculation 

CQI = (TR -TIR)/TR*100 ICFA = (CQI) 

      

Variables CQI  =  Central  Quality Index                         
TR    = Total Records                                          
TIR   = Total Incorrect Records 

CQI = Central Quality Index 

      

Objective Measure the quality of the 
information on imports supplied by 
DIAN to DANE Central. 

Determine the level of quality of 
the productive processes in the 
study, as well as the difference 
between the average of the 
calculated indexes and the 
established reference level. 

      

Reference 
Level 

100% is the ideal value. If 
percentages of errors above 3% 
occur, the information provided by 
the DIAN is not accepted. 

100% is the ideal value. Values 
below 92% should generate a 
corrective action. 

      

Source of 
Information 

Tabulations provided by 
Administrative Records Logistics 
staff. 

Table of results of the global 
order. 

      

Periodicity Monthly Monthly 

      

Coverage At DANE Central level At DANE Central level 
 
 

Responsible       Technical Secretary of the        Technical Secretary of the 

       Research Research 

Source: DANE 
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4.2 CONTEXT ANALYSIS 

 

In every analysis performed it is essential to compare the data obtained with the economic 

reality and international markets. In this way, errors can be detected in the manipulation of 

figures, or there can be phenomena that need to be carefully explained with arguments 

that conform to each particular case. For example, if the results in the monthly sample of 

Commerce show a decrease in sales of vehicles, it is equally expected that the figures on 

imports would also show a decreasing trend.  

5. DISSEMINATION 

 

5.1 DATA REPOSITORY MANAGEMENT  

 
The files used for the preparation of bulletins that contain information on imports and trade 

balance are found in the computers of DANE’s Foreign Trade team of Economic Thematic 

experts. The imports’ file contains two folders: An Excel folder, which is made up of a 

series of files in Microsoft Excel format, that serve as support for the presentation of tables 

and graphs for the Import bulletins; and a Microsoft Word folder, containing basic and 

general documents and the newsletter of the corresponding month under study. 

5.2 DISSEMINATION PRODUCTS AND INSTRUMENTS 

 
The results of the statistical operation, delivered for consultation by all users, consist of a 
series of charts to identify and analyze the phenomena that affect the country's foreign 
trade. Graphics that best illustrate the phenomena can be constructed from these charts. 
Similarly, trade balance charts (particularly by country) are produced, intended to show a 
specific phenomenon. For example, the tables of imports by country of origin identify the 
participation or relevance in the country's commercial relations. (See Annex I). 
 
In this context the dissemination instruments used by DANE Central for import validation 
statistics are: 
 
 

 Yearbook of Foreign Trade: Its objective is to present annually the results of 
Colombia's trade exchange with the rest of the world, including import statistics. 
This publication considers the main variables, such as value in Colombian pesos 
and in dollars, net weight and gross weight, among others. This publication also 
includes charts on imports and exports at different disaggregation levels, according 
to customs, countries, departments, chapters, articles, etc., and they are presented 
according to different international classifications. 
 

 Tabulated data: Disaggregated data packages available only in the Data Bank. 
 

 CD-ROM. Upon a written request to the Data Bank, DANE records the information 
on exports including variables, at the level of disaggregation and under the 
classification that the user requires. 
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Promotion and dissemination of products 
 
The promotion and dissemination process of IMPO statistics is the responsibility of the 
Direction of Diffusion, Marketing and Statistical Culture. The information is made available 
to the public without any statistical reserve, given its administrative register-type nature. 
Such information is disseminated through DANE’s Webpage and the Data Bank, where it 
can be consulted and purchased. Additionally, strategies are designed according to the 
segmentation of clients, for the promotion and dissemination of the statistical products 
offered by DANE. 
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6. RELATED DOCUMENTATION 

 
The research related to Import Statistics (IMPO) counts on the following documentation: 
 
Methodology 
 

“Metodología Aplicada para la Validación de Estadísticas de Importaciones y Análisis 
para su Divulgación – IMPO” (Methodology Applied in the Validation of Import 
Statistics and Analysis for their Dissemination – IMPO): This methodology documents 
and covers all the stages of the investigation from the receipt, analysis and process to 
obtain results, and which is available on the documentary system process. DANENET. 
(Route:\\192.168.1.4\pdfs\dimpe\impo\DOCUMENTACIONBASICA\MANUALES_\OTR
OS_\TE-IMPO-MOT-02.pdf). 

 “Ficha Metodológica Importaciones – IMPO” (Methodological Checklist or Card On 
Imports – IMPO): A summary of the relevant descriptive and methodological aspects of 
the study and which is available on the documentary system process. DANENET. 
(Route:\\192.168.1.4\pdfs\dimpe\impo\DOCUMENTACIONBASICA\METODOLOGIAS\
FICHAMETODOLOGICA\TE-IMPO-FME-01.pdf). 

 

Statistical production 

 “Levantamiento de procesos de Comercio Exterior  Importaciones (IMPO)” 
(Development of Foreign Trade Processes – Imports (IMPO): This document includes 
diagrams (such as the Hierarchical by Functions), in whose preparation the different 
teams participating in the research processes were involved; the Diagram of Context, 
where the flow of information between sources is made known, which constitute the 
entries, and clients that are the outputs and, finally, the Level Zero (0) and Level One 
(1) Diagrams, showing the processes and threads or sub processes of the research in 
detail.  

(Route:file://192.168.1.4/pdfs/dimpe/IMPO/DOCUMENTACION%20BASICA/MODELO
%20FUNCIONAL/LEVANTAMIENTO%20DE%20PROCESOS/GC-IMPO-MFU-01.pdf  

 “Procedimiento para Descargar, Validar y procesar Información Importaciones (IMPO)” 
(Procedure for the Downloading, Validation and Processing of Information on Imports 
(IMPO): This document identifies the process to validate the statistical information on 
imports supplied by the National Directorate of Taxes and Customs (DIAN) on a 
monthly basis.  

(Route:\\192.168.1.4\pdfs\dimpe\impo\DOCUMENTACIONBASICA\PROCEDIMIENTO
S\TE-IMPO-PRO-01.pdf) 
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GLOSSARY6 

 
 
Administrative Register: Mechanism that collects information on an action subject to 
regulation or control; the information is gathered in the exercise of public functions, 
resulting from fiscal, tax or otherwise needs, created with the purpose of making viable the 
administration of government programs, or to monitor the compliance with the legal 
obligations of the society. 
 
Baggage: All personal effects and other articles contained in suitcases, briefcases, travel 
bags, trunks, boxes or the like, that the traveler usually carries when using a means of 
transport.  

Country of destination: As far as it was understood at the time of the export, this is the 
last country where the goods are going to be delivered, regardless of the place from where 
they were initially dispatched, and if, on the route to this last country, they were submitted 
or not to commercial transactions or other operations that could have changed their legal 
status.  

Country of shipment: This is the country from where the goods were shipped to the 
importing country, without any commercial transaction or other operation that could have 
changed their legal status being carried out in none of the intermediate countries. If the 
goods enter one country or other countries before arriving in the importing country, and 
have been submitted to this type of transactions or operations, the last country where 
those transactions or operations took place shall be considered as the country of 
consignment.   

Country of purchase: This is the country where the seller of the goods (buyer contractor) 
resides. The term “resides” should be interpreted in accordance with SCN 2008 and MBP 
6.  

Country of origin: This is the country where agricultural products were grown, minerals 
extracted and manufactured items produced, whether wholly or partially, but in this latter 
case country of origin is where the final phase of the manufacturing process has 
completed, so that the product takes its final form.  

Customs duties: These are all the rights, taxes, contributions, fees and charges of any 
kind, antidumping or countervailing duties, and any payment that is fixed or required, 
directly or indirectly, by the importation of goods into the national Customs territory, or in 
connection with such importation, as well as all kinds of stamp duties or taxes that are 
required regarding documents necessary for the importation, or, which in any other 
manner, have a relationship with the same. Sales taxes, or consumption taxes caused with 
the importation, sanctions, fines and surcharges to the price of the services rendered are 
not considered customs duties.  

Customs intermediation: This is an activity of a mercantile and a service nature, exerted 
by Customs brokerage companies to facilitate individuals the compliance with prevailing 
legal rules and regulations on imports, exports, Customs transit, and any operation or 
Customs procedure characteristic of such activities.  

                                                           
6
 National Administrative Department of Statistics DANE (2010). “Glosario de Términos EXPO” (Glossary of 

EXPO Terms), DIMPE. \\192.168.1.4\pdfs\dimpe\expo\DOCUMENTACION BASICA\TABLAS DE CONTROL Y 
DE INFORMACION\GLOSARIO DE TERMINOS\TE-EXPO-GTE-01.pdf 
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Customs brokerage companies or Customs agents: Legal persons whose main 
corporate purpose is the exercise of customs intermediation. For such purpose, these 
entities are required to obtain authorization from the Colombian tax and customs authority 
DIAN. 
 
General Bonded Warehouses are also considered Customs brokerage entities. These 
warehouses are submitted to the control and supervision of the Banking Superintendence, 
to carry out customs brokerage activities. With respect to goods consigned or endorsed in 
their name in the transport document, they are required to have previously obtained an 
authorization from the Colombian tax and customs authority DIAN to pursue such activities 
and thus, it is not necessary to establish a new company dedicated to that single purpose.  
 
Customs regime: This is the treatment applicable to goods, by means of which a specific 
Customs destination is assigned, in accordance with the prevailing Customs laws and 
regulations (shipment for consumption, temporary entrance, international customs transit, 
exportation, and others). Customs regimes are conformed by Imports, Exports and 
Customs Transit; By means of their application Customs authorities allow the entrance, 
export or mobilization of goods under their control, in or from the national Customs 
territory.  
 
Customs territory: Territory within which the Customs legislation is applicable. This refers 
to the complete national territory, including maritime and air spaces.  
 
Customs transit: Customs procedure that allows the transportation of domestic or foreign 
goods under Customs control from one Customs post to another, within the national 
Customs territory.  
 
Note: Under this regime it is possible that the respective modalities of transit, coastal trade 
or domestic flights and transshipment are applied.  
 
Declarant: A person that signs and presents a declaration of goods in his/her own name, 
or on behalf, or under the instruction, of third parties. The declarant is required to carry out 
all the procedures inherent to his/her respective office.  
 
Declarants to the Customs authority: Those parties who submit administrative registers 
to the Customs authority, in order to carry out and complete the procedures and formalities 
related to imports, exports or transit of goods. They include Customs brokerage entities, 
acting in the name and on behalf of importers and exporters.  
 
Declaration of merchandise: An act carried out in accordance with the provisions of the 
Customs legislation, whereby the declarant indicates the Customs regime that is to be 
applied to the goods and provides the corresponding elements and information required by 
the respective rules and regulations in force. 
 
Declared merchandise: Domestic or foreign merchandise, as described in an Export, 
Customs Transit, or Import Declaration.  
 
Department of origin: The Department where the final phase of the production process of 
exported goods was cultivated produced or carried out.  
 
Department of shipment: Colombian department from where the merchandise for 
shipment abroad is sent.  
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Export: Legal departure of goods from a Customs territory, for delivery in an industrial free 
zone, or in another country.  
 
Note: According to the Colombian exports’ regime the following modalities can occur: 
Definitive exportations; temporary exports for outward processing; temporary exports for 
re-importation in the same status or condition; re-exports; trans-shipments; exports by 
postal traffic and urgent deliveries; exports of samples without commercial value; 
temporary exports carried out by travelers.  
 
Exportable products through the modality of postal traffic and urgent deliveries: 
Products that can be exported under this modality are those items of correspondence; 
postal packages and urgent deliveries with their value not exceeding one thousand US 
dollars (US $1,000.00) and that require a prompt delivery to recipients. 
 
FOB (Free On Board) value: Seller delivers the goods on board the ocean ship and bears 
all costs and risks of loss or damage to the goods until they have passed the ship’s rail, at 
the named port of shipment. The buyer has to bear all costs and risks of loss of or damage 
to the goods from that point. This FOB value is initially expressed in US dollars and 
subsequently converted into Colombian pesos, using the average exchange rate of the 
market for the respective month.  
 
Gross weight: Total weight of an article inclusive of the weight of the container and 
internal and external packaging used to prevent damage or provide any special insulation, 
plus the weight of wrappers or display elements that come with the goods for their direct 
selling.  
 
Import declaration:  The only document that certifies the legal entry of a product into the 
national Customs territory. 
 
Industrial user of goods: National or foreign legal person, legally established in 
Colombia, with own tax identification number that carries out its activities exclusively within 
the respective free trade zone. Such activities are: The manufacturing, production, 
transformation or assembly of goods for their sale, mainly, in foreign markets.  
 
Industrial free trade zone: Free trade zones are delimited geographical areas of the 
national territory, aimed at the promotion and development of the industrialization 
processing of goods and rendering of services, primarily intended for foreign markets. 
Importation: This is the introduction of foreign goods into the national Customs territory. 
Moreover, the introduction of goods from Industrial Free Trade Zones of Goods and 
Services into the rest of the national Customs territory is also considered an importation.  
 
Merchandise: Any good classifiable in the Customs tariff that can be transported and that 
is subject to a Customs procedure or regime. Duty-free commodities: Goods that are not 
subject to any custom restriction.  
 
Customs cleared (nationalized) merchandise: Goods of foreign origin that are freely 
available given that all procedures and formalities required by Customs legislation have 
been fulfilled.  
 
Net weight: Weight of the goods, excluding packaging that is not necessary for their direct 
selling.  
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Nomenclature: Systematic assigning or the devising or choosing of names for things, or a 
system or set of terms. In classifications, nomenclature means a systematic allocation of 
names to categories. 
 
The terms “nomenclature” and “classification” are frequently used in an interchangeable 
manner, although the definition of “classification” is broader than that for “nomenclature”. A 
nomenclature is essentially a convention to describe observations, whereas a 
classification, besides describing observations, structures and encodes them. 
  
Note: In the foreign trade context, nomenclatures refer to the designations given to the 
different ways of classifying goods according to levels of disaggregation, characteristics of 
use or economic purpose, geographical areas, or economic groups, to which such goods 
are associated with. Personal effects: All new or used articles which travelers may 
reasonably need for their personal use during a trip (depending on the trip’s 
characteristics), that are found in their checked baggage, or that they wear themselves, or 
take with them in their carry-on luggage, with the exception of any merchandise that 
constitutes commercial expedition.  
 
Postal packages: These are packages that arrive in the national Customs territory, or 
depart from it, through the official mail network, and whose weight does not exceed two (2) 
kilograms.  
Re-importation: The introduction of goods into the national Customs territory from where 
such goods had been previously exported.  
 
Shipment Authorization:  An administrative act whereby the Customs authority allows 
the export of goods that have been subjected to the export regime.  
Shipping: Is the operation of loading the goods that are going to be exported in the means 
of transport, with prior authorization of the Customs authority. This will be a single 
shipment when all the goods that are included in the respective export document leave the 
national Customs territory with a single transport document.  SITC classification: Is the 
standard classification for international trade whose goal is to collect statistics on 
international trade of all merchandises subject to foreign exchange, and promote 
international comparability of external trade statistics. 
  
Trade balance: The balance of trade is the difference between the country’s exports and 
imports of goods.  It is a subgroup of the balance of payments that records only 
transactions of goods of a country with the rest of the world, during a given period. When 
the value of imports exceeds the value of exports it is said that there is a negative balance, 
or trade deficit; when the opposite occurs, it is referred to as a positive balance, or trade 
surplus.  
 
Transport document: A generic term that includes the maritime, air, land or rail document 
that the respective carrier or international freight forwarder delivers as certification of the 
transport contract and receipt of goods that will be delivered to the consignee at 
destination and that can be submitted to endorsement.  
 
Urgent deliveries: All goods that require express clearance through specialized courier 
service companies.  
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A. TABLE OF FREQUENCIES OF ERROR 
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B. IMPORTS BY USE OR ECONOMIC DESTINATION – CUODE- 
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C. IMPORTS BY ISIC REV 3, A.C. 
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CIIU Description  2012
p

 2011
p

Variation Contribution  2012
p

 2011
p

Variation Contribution 

% to the variation % to the variation

Total

A Agriculture, hunting and forestry

01 Agriculture, hunting and related services activities

 011 Growing of crops; market gardening; horticulture

 012 Farming of animals

 015 Hunting, trapping and game propagation including related service activities

02 Forestry, logging and related services activities

B Fishing

05 Fishing, operation of fish hatcheries and fish farms; service activities incidental to fishing

C Mining and quarrying 

10 Mining of coal and lignite; extraction of peat 

11 Extraction of crude petroleum and natural gas; service activities incidental to oil and gas extraction excluding surveying 

13 Mining of metal ores

14 Other mining and quarrying

D Manufacturing

 15 Manufacture of food products and beverages

 151 Production, processing and preservation of meat and fish

 152 Production of  fruit, vegetables, oils and fats

 153 Manufacture of dairy products

 154 Manufacture of grain mill products, starches and starch products, and prepared animal feeds

 155 Manufacture of bakery, macaroni, couscous products and similar farinaceous products

 156 Manufacture of coffee products

 157 Refining of sugar and sugar substitutes from the juice of cane

 158 Manufacture of other food products

 159 Manufacture of beverages

 16 Manufacture of tobacco products

 160 Manufacture of tobacco products

 17 Manufacture of textiles

 171 Preparation and spinning of textile fibres

 172 Weaving of textiles 

 174 Manufacture of other textiles

 175 Manufacture of knitted and crocheted fabrics and articles

 18 Manufacture of wearing apparel; dressing and dyeing of fur

 181 Manufacture of wearing apparel, except fur apparel

 182 Dressing and dyeing of fur; manufacture of articles of fur

 19

 191 Tanning and dressing of leather

 192 Manufacture of footwear

 193 manufacture of luggage, handbags, saddlery and harness

 20

 200
1

Manufacture of wood and of products of wood and cork, except furniture; manufacture of articles of straw and plaiting 

materials

 201 Sawmilling and planing of wood

 202 Manufacture of veneer sheets; manufacture of plywood, laminboard, particle board and other panels and boards

 203 Manufacture of builders' carpentry and joinery

 204 Manufacture of wooden containers

 209 Manufacture of other products of wood; manufacture of articles of cork, straw and plaiting materials

 21 Manufacture of paper and paper products

 210 Fabricación de papel, cartón y productos de papel y cartón

 22

 221 Publishing

 222 Printing and service activities related to printing

 223 Reproduction of recorded media

 23

 231 Manufacture of coke oven products

 232 Manufacture of refined petroleum products

 233 Processing of nuclear fuel

 24 Manufacture of chemicals and chemical products

 241 Manufacture of basic chemicals

 242 Manufacture of other chemical products

 243 Manufacture of man-made fibres

 25  Manufacture of rubber and plastics products

 251 Manufacture of rubber products

 252 Manufacture of plastics products

 26  Manufacture of other non-metallic mineral products

 261 Manufacture of glass and glass products

 269 Manufacture of non-metallic mineral products n.e.c.

 27  Manufacture of basic metals

 271 Manufacture of basic iron and steel

 272 Manufacture of basic precious and non-ferrous metals

 273 Casting of metals

 28

 281 Manufacture of structural metal products, tanks, reservoirs and steam generators

 289 Manufacture of other fabricated metal products; metalworking service activities

 29 Manufacture of machinery and equipment n.e.c.

 291 Manufacture of general-purpose machinery

 292 Manufacture of special-purpose machinery

 293 Manufacture of domestic appliances n.e.c.

 30 Manufacture of office, accounting and computing machinery

 300 Manufacture of office, accounting and computing machinery

 31 Manufacture of electrical machinery and apparatus n.e.c.

 311 Manufacture of electric motors, generators and transformers

 312 Manufacture of electricity distribution and control apparatus

 313 Manufacture of insulated wire and cable

 314 Manufacture of accumulators, primary cells and primary batteries

 315 Manufacture of electric lamps and lighting equipment

 319 Manufacture of other electrical equipment n.e.c.

 32

 321 Manufacture of electronic valves and tubes and other electronic components

 322 Manufacture of television and radio transmitters and apparatus for line telephony and line telegraphy

 323
Manufacture of television and radio receivers, sound or video recording or reproducing apparatus, and associated 

goods

 33

 331
Manufacture of medical appliances and instruments and appliances for measuring, checking, testing, navigating 

and other purposes, except optical instruments

 332 Manufacture of optical instruments and photographic equipment

 333 Manufacture of watches and clocks

 34

 341 Manufacture of motor vehicles

 342 Manufacture of bodies (coachwork) for motor vehicles; manufacture of trailers and semi-trailers

 343 Manufacture of parts and accessories for motor vehicles and their engines

 35 Manufacture of other transport equipment

 351 Building and repairing of ships and boats

 352 Manufacture of railway and tramway locomotives and rolling stock

 353 Manufacture of aircraft and spacecraft

 359 Manufacture of transport equipment n.e.c.

 36 Manufacture of furniture; manufacturing n.e.c.

 361 Manufacture of furniture

 369 Manufacturing n.e.c.

37 Recycling

371 Recycling of metal waste and scrap

E Electricity, gas and water supply

 40 Electricity, gas, steam and hot water supply

G Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles, motorcycles and personal and household goods

51
3

Wholesale trade and commission trade, except of motor vehicles and motorcycles

K Real estate, renting and business activities

 74
5

Other business activities

O Other community, social and personal service activities

 92
6

Recreational, cultural and sporting activities

93 Other service activities

000

Manufacture of medical, precision and optical instruments, watches and clocks

Manufacture of motor vehicles, trailers and semi-trailers

Non correlated items

Tanning and dressing of leather; manufacture of luggage, handbags, saddlery, harness and footwear

Manufacture of wood and of products of wood and cork, except furniture; manufacture of articles of straw and planting materials

Publishing, printing and reproduction of recorded media

Manufacture of coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel

Manufacture of fabricated metal products, except machinery and equipment

Manufacture of radio, television and communication equipment and apparatus

January - August August

Net metrics tons Net metrics tons

 Participation (%)  Participation (%) 
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E. IMPORTS BY SITC REV 3. 
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REV.1, A.C 



 

 
 

34 

 

 

 

G. IMPORTS BY 
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H. IMPORTS BY TARIFF CHAPTERS 

 

I – IMPORTS BY COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 
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J. IMPORTS BY DEPARTMENT OF DESTINATION 
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K. INCLUSION - EXCLUSION OF IMPORT OPERATIONS IN THE FOREIGN TRADE 

CONSOLIDATION 
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L. TABLE OF ERROR FREQUENCIES 

 

  


